
  
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Thursday 23rd May, 2013 at 

7.30pm at Bluntisham Village Hall, Bluntisham. 
 
Present:      
 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Bluntisham PC 
Jeff Nicholls (JN)  - Earith PC 
Christine Ward  - Cottenham PC 
Stan Smith (SS)  - Sutton PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Roy Harknett   - Mepal PC 
Penny Mayo (PM)  - Sutton PC 
 
  
Minutes: Owen McLaughlin (OM) - Earith Villagers Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting 
BB volunteered to chair the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Terry Rogers, Terry Stoodley, Pauline Wilson, Gareth Wilson, Margaret Shardlow, Neil Harris, 
Anne Sherwood, James Rowley. 
 
3. Minutes & Actions from last Meeting on 14/03/2013 
 
Ongoing actions; 
 
Action Status On 
   

It was agreed that the HCV would put together a sub-group to take 
another look at the County Council’s figures and calculation methods for 
assessing traffic impact   
 
BB had recalculated the County numbers based on Earith and found 
inconsistencies. It depends where you measure. The 85% percentile is 
also significant. But we need someone with statistical skills to help.  
 
OM had contacted Jo Wexler regarding statistical expertise and she is 
prepared to assist. 
 
Action: OM to put her in contact with BB.  
 

Ongoing BB 

Research and tabulate accident statistics on local roads 
 
BB said that it was hard to find the statistics. AJ said that all the data is 
there on the internet but it’s not easy to drill down into the detail. 
The roads in question are:  A1123, B1050, B1040 & Twentypence Rd. 
 
BB said that this has now been done. He had done the A1123 and all the 
feeder roads. There were 180 reported incidents 2008 to 2012 with 2 
fatalities. But the data is incomplete.  
 
 
Action:   BB to circulate to all HCV members to help in checking  the 
figures. 
 
 

Done BB 



Produce a summary of the  environmental test results for each village 
 
Sutton have had a presentation and OM had produced a version for Earith.  
 
The proposal to offer a presentation to Hilton can’t be followed up at the 
moment as they do not currently have a parish council to present to. 

Incomplete OM/AJ 

Get hold of major road repair cost figures.  
 
AJ reported progress in that he had now got the repair costs for the 
Willingham Road which were very high. He is still looking into costs for 
the Earith – Haddenham and Earith – Sutton roads 

Ongoing AJ 

CCC related actions 
 

1. Get minutes and attendance list of meeting on Feb. 21st, 2013 
2. Follow up actions previously agreed by CCC 
3. Press for a further meeting with CCC officers 

Ongoing BB/OM 

 

 
4. Cambs CC Long Term Transport Strategy 
 
The meeting considered the Long Term Transport Strategy document which had been produced 
by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Joint Strategic Planning Unit. The stated purpose of 
the document was: 

 
“To ask Members to discuss and agree the scope, vision and objectives for a new Long 
Term Transport Strategy (LTTS) for Cambridgeshire which will support a prosperous 
local economy and help deliver key infrastructure in the county.”   

The meeting thought that the document was strong on woolly aspirations but short on detail. 
The document concluded with a list of bullet points for members to consider as objectives in the 
long term strategy, but there was no indication of how these objectives were to be achieved. 
Nothing on the target list addressed the specific problems of this area in terms of inadequate 
road infrastructure, environmental damage and the problems caused by the excessive numbers 
of HGVs on rural roads.  
 
It was not clear if this document had been sent to the Parish Councils. 
 
BB said that there were some other documents on strategy on the web-site which we should 
look at. 
 
Action: Circulate the document to the parishes. 
 
 
5. Colne Fen Pit Application 
 
Colne Fen Pit is no longer a working quarry and this application relates to its restoration to 
agricultural use. The site has a large quantity of aggregate which can be removed under 
existing permissions but approval is required for the shipping in of the top soil. Earith PC have 
supported the application since the removal can’t be challenged and the owner has agreed to 
minimise the number of HCV movements by using the same vehicles for both delivery and 
removal. The estimated maximum number of extra movements per day via George Corner in 
Earith is 60. 
 
BB commented that his main objection is to the times of operation which are 7am to 4pm. This 
means that lorries will start moving through between 6 and 6.30am. 
JN said that this was unlikely since the lorries would first have to pick up the top soil before 
going to Colne. 
BB asked what was the size of the lorries. The Latta’s Farm application stated that they were 
prepared to use smaller ones to lessen disturbance. 



 
OM said that the original quarry permission granted in the late 1980s stated that 10% of 
movements would be through Somersham which now had a weight restriction. He wondered if 
this might provide grounds for challenging it. It might also be interesting to see the reasons why 
the Somersham weight restriction was granted. 
 
Action: OM to contact Penny Bryant at Somesham re: their weight restriction application. 
 
With regard to the problems at George Corner, AJ said that the PC can apply for HCV-proof 
kerbing. This keeps vehicles on the road and tends to lower speeds. 
 
Action: JN to look into this. 
 
JN said that no planning application has yet been submitted for the Minnaars site so there is no 
immediate prospect of a relief road. 
 
6. Progress on Cost/Benefit Analysis 

 
AJ said he has now dug out all the information and will start work on it this weekend. 
 
7. Invoice situation 

 
AJ said he hoped this was now all resolved although he was not quite sure about the last bit of 
money from Hilton and if CCC had paid GB’s expenses for the February meeting. 
 
Action: AJ to ask Geoff Buck if he has been paid in full. 
 
8. AOB 
 
Environmental Test Report: 
 
In response to a question from CW about the environmental test report AJ said that there was 
some very useful stuff in it. For example, someone had applied for planning permission at a site 
in Haddenham and data from the report was used to demonstrate that it was unsuitable on 
environmental grounds. CCC are quite sensitive to the findings in the report. The analysis will 
also be useful for our purposes to establish that weight limits are justified. We offered to do 
presentations to all the PCs that participated but so far have only presented to Sutton. It is 
essential to persuade the PCs to co-operate because a joint submission will have much more 
force and is less likely to be opposed by the police. There is some high level political support. 
Bill Hunt, a county councillor, made the imposition of a weight limit at Earith Bridge part of his 
election manifesto. 
 
PM asked who was the environmental monitoring officer from East Cambs who was conducting 
their own testing programme. OM said this was Marcus Bell. Email 
marcus.bell@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 
There was some discussion about further tests such as doing particulate counts on the dust 
samples. OM thought this would be very worthwhile if it is affordable. 
 
Action: AJ to contact Geoff Buck about the cost of particulate analysis. 
 
Strategic HCV route signage: 
 
AJ said that one action that CCC had agreed to was to put up adequate signage regarding the 
strategic HCV route. Some signs had gone up but there were supposed to be 139 in total. They 
are also trying to get the route into future sat nav systems. 
 
Action: BB to ask Shyful Choudhury at CCC for a list of sites where the signs have been put. 
 
Next Meeting:           Action: OM to circulate some dates for September. 


